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Town/City: |§ Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
Photograph North Eastham 


Address: 845 Massasoit Road 

Historic Name: Mary E. Turner House 

ee Uses: Present: single-family residence 

| Original: single-family residence 

Date of Construction: 1908-10 

Source: deeds, censuses, vital records 
Style/Form: Colonial Revival/Cape Cod 
Architect/Builder: Jesse Brewer, probable builder 


Exterior Material: 


Foundation: concrete 


View from east. 


Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 
Locus Map (north at top) 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
shed 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
1-sty addition north end, late 20" c. 
Window sash replaced 


Condition: good 
Moved: no] yesL] Date: 
Acreage: 0.35 


Setting: The property is situated on a historic highway 
leading north from North Eastham and is now part of a 
pattern of late-20'-century residential subdivisions. 
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es pA dA (ood Road 
Source: Mass GIS Oliver Parcel Viewer 


Recorded by: Kathryn Grover & Neil Larson 
Larson Fisher Associates 


Organization: Eastham Historical Commission 


Date: June 2020 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Mary E. Turner House, built ca. 1908, is a story-and-a-half wood frame single dwelling designed in the traditional form of the 
Cape Cod house. It probably was built by Eastham carpenter Jesse Brewer. The house has a center chimney of the scale used 
for stoves and likely a modified center chimney plan. An entrance, contained in a gabled exterior vestibule, is at the center of a 
three-bay front fagade, surmounted by a single gabled dormer. The trim along the wall and roof edges is thin and restrained; 
shallow eaves project on all sides. All windows are distinguished by a crown molding. A one-story, gable-roof kitchen wing on 
the south side of the building is recessed behind the front wall of the house. It has a door and window on its fagade and a shed 
extension, which appears to be original, on the rear. A one-story gabled wing on the north end is a late-20""-century addition. 
The house is centered on the street frontage of a small rectangular lot created when its larger parcel was subdivided. A shed is 
located southwest of the house on a driveway entering from the southeast corner of the lot. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

Although a house marked “J. Brewer” appears on the 1905 Eastham map roughly on this site, deeds suggest that the dwelling 
was not built until between 1908 and 1910. On the last day of 1908, Eva M. Nickerson, who lived opposite this house site at 820 
Massasoit Road (EAS.83), sold a parcel of cleared land of unstated size to Jesse E. Brewer for $8. Jesse Brewer was a 
carpenter, and by the time he sold this parcel to Mary E. Turner for $600 in October 1910, a house and outbuilding were on it." 
Jesse E. Brewer (1839-1929) was the son of Edward and Lydia Ward Brewer, who had married in Eastham in 1832 and were 
living north of Nauset Road by 1840. His father was a mariner and later a farmer, and Jesse Brewer also began his working life 
at sea. But by 1870 he was a carpenter living near his father with his wife Rosenthia Ellis Brewer, their infant son Edwin, and the 
boarding fisherman Alonzo Bearse and his family. Cape newspapers note his carpentry jobs as early as 1883. Brewer built 845 
Massasoit Road first and then, between 1911 and 1918, built 945 Massasoit Road (EAS.85), both very likely as speculative 
ventures. The 1905 map shows him with houses both on this site and north of Nauset Road; the 1901 directory and 1910 census 
indicate that he was living on Nauset Road with his married daughter Bertha and son-in-law William B. Higgins, also a house 
carpenter. 


Mary Emeline Lincoln Turner (1839-1924) was the daughter of Joshua and Mary C. Lincoln of South Wellfleet and the widow of 
Laban W. Turner (1836-1907), a Concord native whom she had married in Wellfleet in 1866. Laban Turner worked from at least 
1858 at the Charlestown Navy Yard as a cooper. He enlisted in the First Massachusetts Infantry in late May 1861, was promoted 
to corporal in March 1862, and took part in numerous battles before being captured at Chancellorsville in May 1863. Turner was 
briefly imprisoned, paroled and returned to his regiment, and ultimately discharged in May 1864. After the war he married and 
returned to his work at the navy yard. The Turners had four children—Fred Prescott, Ellen (Nellie), Blanche Eliza, and Harry 
E.—between 1866 and 1876; Fred died when he was five years old in 1873. 


Laban Turner had bought property on what is now Aspinet Road in North Eastham “to be held as a homestead” in April 1888, 
and Cape newspapers now and then noted when the family came to their “summer cottage.” In 1898 the Turners’ daughter 
Blanche married William B. Steele, a mariner, farmer, and fisherman from Harwich who a year earlier had acquired the Parker 
Brown homestead at 1285 Massasoit Road (EAS.86), which abutted the Turners’ property on the west. The widowed Mary E. 
Turner is listed in the 1900 census alone in her household, and the 1902 Eastham directory states that she lived on what was 
then “Cross Road.” Laban W. Turner died in August 1907 in Eastham, and the 1910 census shows her alone in what, judging by 
the census enumeration, appears to be 845 Massasoit Road. She is not listed in Eastham in the 1920 census, but in 1924 the 
Hyannis Patriot noted that she was spending the winter with her daughter Blanche Steele, presumably at 1285 Massasoit Road. 
She died in Eastham in 1924. 


1 Eva M. Nickerson to Jesse E. Brewer, 31 December 1908, BCD 412:117; Jesse E. Brewer to Mary E. Turner, 27 October 1910, BCD 
303:351. The parcel had been part of the holdings of Eva N. Snow Nickerson’s father Solomon Snow, on both sides of Massasoit Road, since 
the 1880s. 
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In May 1926 Turner's adult children sold 845 Massasoit Road to Mary Agnes Hernan of Medford.” The Patriot reported that in 
November that year Hernan hosted “a gunning party at her house, formerly owned by the late Mary E. Turner.” Born in Medford 
in 1893, Hernan was a social worker and the daughter of Michael A. Hernan and his wife Frances. In 1910 her father was a city 
messenger, and the five oldest of the Hernans’ seven children were also in the work force. By 1920 Mary Hernan was a social 
worker living with her widowed mother and her four adult sisters in Medford. By 1930 she was working at the Fernald Sate 
School in Waltham, and during the summers in the mid-1920s she taught swimming at Craigville Beach and the Wianno Club.? 


In 1935 Hernan took out a mortgage on 845 Massasoit Road with the Home Owner's Loan Corporation, which foreclosed about 
six months later. The company did not sell the property until July 1944, when Gladys D. Benner acquired it.* Born in 1890 in 
Harwich as Gladyce Dorothea Weekes, she had married Maine native and Eastham hotelier Arthur Thayer Benner in 1914. By 
1929 Benner was a farmer, and he and his wife lived on the State Highway with their children Arthur T. Jr., Louie A., and 
Dorothea M. The Benners divorced by 1940 but appear to have lived next door to each other; by then son Louie was living with 
his mother and doing odd jobs “around school.” 


In 1951 Gladys Benner added her son Louie to the title for 845 Massasoit Road, and the next year the title was conveyed to the 
remarried Gladys Weekes Young and her husband Sparrow Randolph Young, who married in 1952.° In August 1979, after the 
Youngs’ deaths, sons Louie A. and Arthur T. Benner sold 845 Massasoit Road to Serban and Katherine Alimanestianu of Upper 
Nyack, New York, who owned it until 1998. The property changed hands twice more before the 2020 owners of record, Jennifer 
Langley and Danyelle Pearson, acquired it in 2019.° 
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will Gladys D. Weekes Young, both Oak Road, to Serban and Katherine Alimanestianu, Upper Nyack NY, 3 August 1979, BCD 2973:195; 
Kristen Mello, 845 Massasoit Road, to Jennifer Langley and Danyelle Pearson, Roslindale, 18 June 2019, BCD 32114:47. 

Continuation sheet 2 


INVENTORY FORM B CONTINUATION SHEET EASTHAM 845 Massasoit Road 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Area(s) Form No. 


220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 
[ _ || _EAS.84 


PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View from SE. 
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